UNIX Tips for using Agora

This sheet covers several useful Unix commands and concepts that are help to web site administrators. Remember that all Unix commands are case sensitive and that most are in lower case.

	Concept
	Command
	Examples/Explanations

	Remote access to a server where you have a user id and password.

Establishes the connection and provides you a "shell" within which you can enter commands.

It's common for servers to require a secure method to access telnet accounts that encrypt user id's and passwords. This type of security is called, Secure Shell (SSH), sometimes known as Secure Socket Shell. SSH is a UNIX-based command interface and protocol for securely getting access to a remote computer. It is widely used by network administrators to control Web and other kinds of servers remotely.
	telnet [server address]


or

ssh [server address]
	At the DOS command prompt you would enter:

telnet agora.cair.du.edu
Normally you use a better telnet client than the one Windows offers. Here are some sources for more useful telnet and ssh clients:

· TeraTerm for Windows 

· NiftyTelnet for Macintosh 

	Logging in and logging out. Once you have establised a telnet or ssh session with an Internet-based server, you can "telnet" to other accounts on other servers.
	$ login [address]
Note: The dollar sign is your "prompt," it indicates you have a session establised and provides the place to enter commands.

$ logout 
Note: some systems use the command exit to terminate a session.
	At the agora prompt, I telnet to another Internet service provider where I have an account:

$ telnet flatland.dimensiona.com
or

$ telnet 204124.0.24
Note: I can use the server's IP address instead of it's domain name.

	Displaying the contents of your Unix directory. Your directory is a place to store files. The subdirectory called, public_html, is where you must store web site documents.
	$ ls [enter]

$ ls -l
	ls displays a short listing of contents.

ls -l displays a long listing that shows the Unix permissions, file length, ownership, date and name.

	Changing directories.
	$ cd [sub-directory name]

$ cd ..
$ cd 
$ cd / [directory name]
	$ cd public_html (takes you into the public_html directory

cd .. takes you back up to the parent directory.

cd will always return you to your home directory.

The forward slash indicates the beginning of an absolute path to a directory.

	Creating (mkdir) and deleting (rmdir) directories
	$ mkdir [directory_name]

$ rmdir [directory_name]
	$ mkdir java (makes a subdirectory called, java

A directory must be empty before you can delete it.

	Knowing where you are in the directory system.
	$ pwd
	pwd stands for "print working directory;" I think of it as meaning "present working directory. It gives you the path of where you are.

	The delete key. It's common for your delete key to NOT work until you fine tune your shell. But the Control-U keys will clear a line when you make typing mistakes.

	Deleting files
Note: Remember that upper and lower case letters are significant in Unix. Thus, index.html and INDEX.HTML are two different files.
	$ rm [filename]

 
	You can use the * and ? wildcard characters when deleting and displaying files. 

$ rm *.html (deletes all files ending with the .html extension)

$ rm *.* (deletes all file in the current directory!!!)

	Renaming and moving files.
	$ mv [old_filename] [new_filename]

$ mv [filename] [new location of file]

$ mv [filename] [new location and new name]
	$ mv start.html index.html
$ mv index.html ../index.html
$ mv start.html ../index.html

	Creating / editing files:
Use ftp to move files into a directory.

Use a Unix editor like pico to create text files.

 
	$ pico [filename]
	Pico creates text files only and is a good tool to create and edit web files. 

$ pico index.html


 

	How to Use the Pico Editor

	Moving the cursor (use arrow keys - cannot use the mouse)

	ctrl-a
	move to beginning of the line

	ctrl-e
	move to the end of a line

	ctrl-v
	page down

	ctrl-y
	page up

	Deleting text
	 

	backspace
	delete previous character

	ctrl-d
	delete character at the cursor (if delete key doesn't work)

	ctrl-k
	delete an entire line

	Moving text

	1. Postion the cursor on the line you want to move. 

2. Pess ctrl-k to "cut" the line. 

3. Place the cursor in the new location. 

4. Press ctrl-u to paste the line into the new location. 
	

	Insert a file
	

	1. Place the cursor where you want the file inserted. 

2. Press ctrl-r and enter the file name. 
	

	Additional PICO Commands
	

	ctrl-g
	Get HELP
	

	ctrl-o
	Save the file but don't exit.
	

	ctrl-x
	Save the file and exit.
	

	ctrl-w
	Search for text, neglecting case.
	


